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Information and legal situation in Switzerland 

The hemp plant contains over 80 cannabinoids and over 400 other active substances. The most 

important cannabinoids are the intoxicating Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and the non-

intoxicating Cannabidiol (CBD), which also reduces the psychotropic effect of THC. 

Unlike THC (Tetrahydrocannabinol), Cannabidiol (CBD) is not subject to the Narcotics Act 

because it has no comparable psychoactive effect. 

In order for products containing CBD to be legally marketed, it must comply with the legislation 

according to which it is placed on the market: according to the allocation, the corresponding 

Swiss legislation applies (see info Document of the Federal Office of Health and Swissmedic). 

Legal Requirements Tobacco replacement products 

The following requirements apply to products which are to be placed on the market as tobacco 

substitutes: 

1. According to the Tobacco Regulation (article 3), tobacco substitute products must comply 

with the requirements of the tobacco products they replace. For example, herbal 

cigarettes such as tobacco cigarettes would also have to bear picture warnings. 

2. In normal use, the replacement products may not endanger the health directly or in an 

unexpected manner. This requires that they are not acutely toxic and do not have any 

content or foreign substances that the consumer does not expect. 

3. The third requirement is that tobacco substitute products should not have any 

psychotropic effects in order to exclude the use of tobacco substitutes such as narcotics 

for smokers. As regards the plants used as substitutes for tobacco, for example for 

herbal mixtures for smoking, no limit values are set for THC or CBD. Such substances for 

THC exist for narcotics and foodstuffs (see Foreign and Ingredient Ordinance [FIV, SR 

817.021.23]). 

Concerning the stun effect, this must be interpreted in such a way as to replace-Products may 

not contain raw materials or products listed in the lists a to E of the Narcotics Directory 

Ordinance (SR 812.121.11). This regulation introduces cannabis products from a total THC 

content of 1% as banned controlled substances (directory D). 

Hemp with a total THC content of below 1% is therefore considered to be non-

psychotropic and can also be sold as a substitute for tobacco products.  

Cannabidiol (CBD) is not a narcotic drug in accordance with narcotics law. 

 


